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Hawaii, USA

6 to 9 March 2017
Agenda Item 6, Other Business
Weather Deviation Discussions
Presented by IATA – United Airlines
SUMMARY

This paper renews discussion from ISPACG/26 on weather deviation requests and expectations of pilots and controllers. This paper includes reference to recent publications to pilots by United Airlines Flight Operations, and discussions with Airways New Zealand on issues associated with pilot weather deviation requests. The intent of this paper is to discuss both pilot and controller process in dealing with weather deviation requests.   
1.
INTRODUCTION

1.1. WP06 was presented, and discussed, at ISPACG/26 (March 2012) with focus on requests, by flight crews, for weather deviations within the oceanic areas. The expectations of the flight crew, as detailed on the Pacific en-route charts, is an immediate response from ATC with a clearance to deviate as requested or if unable, to advise of conflicting traffic and to request pilot intentions.
1.2. Occasionally the response to a weather deviation request is either “Standby” or “unable due to traffic.”   

1.3       There was good discussion among the attendees at ISPACG/26 and the result was a better awareness for pilots and controllers alike on the issues associated with requesting and granting weather deviation clearances.

1.4



    Recently (2016) we have been advised by at least one ANSP (Airways) that there has been a number of requests for very large weather deviations to both the right and left of track by some flight crews. This results in an increased complexity of granting a weather deviation clearance. 

1.5

     United Airlines provided information to our pilots to increase their awareness of the possible complexity in ATC granting large lateral weather deviation clearances. 
2.
DISCUSSION

2.1 

Airways commented that a weather deviation request for a small value is the norm and increasing in size as one gets closer to the weather when further requests may be required. 

2.2 Airways also commented that a 100nm deviation either side of track effectively means no other RNP4 aircraft can be within 260nm laterally or for RNP10, within 300nm laterally of the requesting aircraft. In one example provided by Airways no other aircraft requested a deviation around weather and in the end it appeared that the UAL99 deviated not far, if at all.

2.3 The ATC process in dealing with weather deviation requests may or may not result in a weather deviation “without a clearance” based on flight crew evaluation of the weather and time to coordinate prior clearance. 

2.4    In an effort to bring awareness to the issues that controllers have with large weather deviation requests, United has issued Operational Bulletins to those pilots operating in the South Pacific region. (attached to this paper)
2.5 The expiration of this Ops Alert is March 31, therefore it is timely to have discussions on the topic during the ISPACG meeting that could provide additional guidance for pilots concerning large weather deviation requests.
3.
ACTION BY THE MEETING

3.1
The meeting is invited to: 


a)
Review the information provided, including United Airlines guidance to pilots (attached documents)

b)
Discuss the paper and make recommendations as appropriate for pilots and controllers
