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	Date: December 22, 2016
	 
	Expires: March 31, 2017


To: All AKL, SYD, MEL Operations | From: Captain Rob Galbraith, Sr. Manager, Line Operations 
South Pacific Weather Deviations
South Pacific controllers have identified the tremendous airspace protection requirements required for a weather deviation clearance and the impact on other aircraft. 

For RNP-4 aircraft that request a weather deviation clearance of (xxx) NM left and right of course, ATS is required to protect an extra 30 NM both left and right. For example, if you request 100 NM left and right of course for weather, ATS will in fact protect 130 NM left and right, for 260 NM of protected airspace. RNP-10 aircraft that request a weather deviation clearance of (xxx) NM left and right of course require ATS to protect an additional 50 NM on both sides of the approved deviation. If there are RNP-10 aircraft in the area, the larger area will be protected.
United aircraft have been identified as requesting large weather deviations and block altitudes, but not using the protected airspace.  When deviations are requested, but not used, it prevents other users from obtaining their weather deviations clearances in a timely manner.
ATS is asking for your help and cooperation. If you ask for a weather deviation, and are able to start with a smaller distance, please do so as this will allow other aircraft to receive their deviation requests. ATS would like you to request the distance in a single direction, left or right, not both.
For questions, contact Rob Galbraith at rob.galbraith@united.com.
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