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SUMMARY

This paper presents Asia Pacific (APAC) ICAO outcomes of meetings and workshops held over the past year that may be of interest to the ISPACG/31 meeting participants.  The paper provides updates on Performance Based Navigation (PBN), Remotely Piloted Aircraft System (RPAS), System Wide Information Management (SWIM), Alphanumeric Call Signs, and Implementation of New SID/STAR Phraseologies.
1.
INTRODUCTION

1.1  
Over the course of the year, there are many ICAO meetings, workshops and activities.  This paper highlights some of these that may be of interest to IPACG/31 meeting participants.
  
2.
DISCUSSION

2.1
Performance Based Navigation (PBN).
2.1.1
ICAO APAC held a PBN Go Team Stakeholders meeting on January 24, 2017 on the basis that, “It is a matter of concern that to date 45% of the Asia Pacific States have failed to meet the objective set by the Assembly Resolution 37-11 for the approach phase.  Therefore, as part of the No Country Left Behind initiative, the ICAO APAC Regional Office plans to constitute PBN Go teams to directly assist identified States to improve their rate of implementation. The objective of the PBN GoTeams is to diagnose why the PBN implementation progress is slow, and provide specific guidance to the visited States to address the identified issues, in terms of planning and improvement of practices in PBN Design, operational approval and continuous oversight.”

2.1.2 
The meeting was attended by 16 participants from 6 States (India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Singapore, Thailand, and the USA), 12 participants from International Organizations (CANSO, IATA, ICAO, IFALPA) and 3 participants from industry (Airbus, CGX Aero, NavBlue)

2.1.3
The meeting noted that the PBN Go Team missions would be conducted on a cost recovery basis.  Industry partners mentioned that some of their assistance might be provided at no cost as it was done already in the past (Airbus, NavBlue) if such assistance contributed to meet their safety objectives.


2.1.4
The tentative schedule of the PBN Go Team visits was agreed on, as follows:

·  
Letter and questionnaire: sent by ICAO RSO to the three States ( Lao, Indonesia, and India) February2017

·  
Response letter from the State

· 1st PBN Go Team : Mid May 2017 

·  
2nd PBN Go Team : End of July 2017

·  
3rd PBN Go Team : October 2017
2.2
ICAO Remotely Piloted Aircraft System (RPAS) Workshop.

2.2.1
The ICAO RPAS was held from November 21-23, 2016 in Bangkok, Thailand. The   objective of the workshop was for ICAO Headquarters to share its ongoing work on development of the international regulatory framework through Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs) as well as procedures and guidance material contained in ICAO Document 10019, Manual on Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems (RPAS).

2.2.2
ICAO document 10019, Manual on Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems (RPAS) is guidance focused on international navigation i.e. RPAS operations over the territory of another State or the high seas.  The manual addresses RPAS instrument flight rules (IFR) in controlled airspace and controlled aerodromes.  As a result, the manual takes an all-encompassing and detailed approach to RPAS operations.  States are to use this manual as guidance to develop their own State’s regulations on RPAS.  The challenge for States is to determine what pieces of the guidance to use for its regulation of RPAS within its State (such as FAA’s Part 107 regulations).

2.2.3
The Instructor used both International and domestic RPAS scenarios to have the participants tailor the guidance from Document 10019 applicable to the particular scenario.  In each scenario, the attendees had to complete a Special Authorization template to determine the appropriate documentation required from an RPAS operator.

2.2.4
Many States do not have any guidance or regulation to address RPAS.  Bangladesh, Thailand, and China require that, in addition to contacting ATC, RPAS operators have to contact the respective military directly, if operations will be in the neighborhood of military facilities or operations.


2.2.5
ICAO Bangkok has established an ICAO Asia Pacific Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) Task Force, to develop small UAS guidance for the region by 2019.  One of the terms of reference of the group is:
“Model regulations that manage the manufacturing, sale and operation of UAS.”

2.2.6
The First Meeting of the ICAO Asia Pacific UAS Task Force (AUAS-TF1) will be held from April 3-5, in Bangkok, Thailand. 


2.3.1
System Wide Information Management (SWIM).

2.3.2
The ICAO SWIM Workshop took place from May 16-18, 2016 in Bangkok, Thailand. 126 participants from APAC and MID States/Administrations and industry attended the workshop.  During the workshop, an ad hoc working group comprising China, Japan, Singapore, Thailand and the US, developed a Terms of Reference for a SWIM Task Force.  Each year, the SWIM Task Force will meet once face-face and have about three teleconferences per year.  The SWIM Task Force is tasked to implement SWIM in the APAC Region, and in particular coordinate requirements with applications/system owners, develop a regional structure to manage the new service, and develop dual operations to support both legacy services and new services. The SWIM Task Force for the APAC Region will focus on the project management of B 1-SWIM and related topics.

2.3.3
The First Meeting of the SWIM Task Force (SWIM TF/1) will be held from May 10-12, in Bangkok, Thailand.

2.4.1
Alphanumeric Call Signs.

2.4.2


The 27th Meeting of the Asia/Pacific Air Navigation Planning and Implementation Regional Group (APANPIRG/27, Bangkok, Thailand, September 2016) considered a proposal that the Asia/Region makes greater use of alphanumeric call signs to mitigate the possibility of confusion between same or similar call signs in radiotelephony.


2.4.3

A survey on State readiness to accept and process alphanumeric aircraft identification for scheduled airline operations was circulated by State Letter to Asia/Pacific Administrations on 10 January 2017.   So far only Hong Kong China, Japan, Maldives, Pakistan, Singapore and Thailand have responded.  


2.4.4
Asia Pacific ISPACG participants are requested to ensure that their Administrations complete the survey and forward it to the ICAO APAC Regional Office, as soon as possible 

2.5.1
Implementation of New SID/STAR Phraseologies.

2.5.2

ICAO APAC issued a State Letter dated 23 June 2016 that informed States of the approval of Amendment 7 to ICAO Doc. 4444 – PANS-ATM, to be applicable from 10 November 2016.  The amendment included changes to the provisions for the use of Standard Instrument Departures (SIDs) and Standard Arrival Routes (STARs), particularly with respect to SID and STAR phraseologies.  

2.5.3
To avoid the potential for confusion between ATC and pilots, ICAO APAC requested Asia/Pacific Administrations to ensure that, as soon as possible:  
- 
Any phraseologies published in AIP are amended to comply with the new Doc 4444 standards relating to SID and STAR phraseologies; and 


-
 


ATC and aircraft operator procedure manuals and training are updated to incorporate the new SID and STAR phraseologies. 

3.
ACTION BY THE MEETING

3.1
The meeting is invited to: 


a)
Note the above information provided on some of the ICAO APAC and States’ activities in the Asia Pacific region. 
