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SUMMARY

This paper follows up on WP7 and WP12 presented at ISPACG/31 in Honolulu, Hawaii 2017 regarding large-scale weather deviation requests within the south pacific.
1.
INTRODUCTION

1.1 It is common for airlines to request and ANSP’s to approve multiple weather deviation clearances for a single flight particularly during the southern hemisphere’s summer season.
1.2 The way in which weather deviation requests are made and executed by aircrew varies a lot between individual airlines. This paper highlights the difficulties large deviation requests have on air traffic and other airlines operators.
2.
DISCUSSION

2.1
A sample of Oceanic traffic within NZZO was undertaken over January and February 2018, which looked at both the direction and the magnitude of weather deviation requests.
2.2
57% of weather deviation requests sampled were for “Either side of Track”, with the balance for “left or right off track” split around 20-23%.

2.3
The magnitude of weather deviation requests showed 50% of requests were for distances between 20-40nm tapering down to 2% for those in excess of 100nm.
2.4
Some airlines made no requests for distances smaller than 20nm while some did not requests large distances i.e. more than 80nm in the sample taken.

2.5
3 airlines stood out when a comparison was made of requests for 60nm or greater as a percentage of their total deviation requests with results showing one operator requesting 100nm or greater in 38% of all requests made.
2.6
When comparing the direction of each request i.e. Left, Right or “Either side” by airline operator, the results in the sample taken showed one airline only ever requesting “Either side of track”. 
2.7
To better understand the larger deviation requests, some flights who requested deviations in excess of 50nm had their ADS-C periodic rates increased and their tracks plotted and compared against their flight plan track. The results showed that in a number of scenarios, the distance requested was not fully utilized and often the direction of flight from centerline when cleared “Either side” was frequently to one side of track only and for extended periods.
3.
ACTION BY THE MEETING

3.1
The meeting is invited to: 


a)
Comment on the paper.


b)
Work with and encourage airline operators to include information regarding large scale weather deviations into tech refresher and cyclical training programs that;
· Ensure aircrew use the appropriate down link message when requesting weather deviations i.e. not requesting Offset Left and Right or freetext.
· Consider a single direction from flight plan track rather than nominally request “Either side”.
· Consider the magnitude of the deviation.
· Report “Back on Route” when the deviation is not being used.
· Understanding that operating in a block of levels while holding or requesting weather deviations can have a significant impact on the flight itself and adjacent air traffic.
.
