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Thirty Second Meeting of the

Informal South Pacific ATS Co-ordinating Group
(ISPACG/32)

Nadi, Fiji
9 – 12 April 2018
Agenda Item 7: Review & Establish Terms of Reference for Working Groups and Task Forces 
Data Link Working Group
Presented by Airways New Zealand
SUMMARY

ISPACG/20 established the Data Link Working group in 2006 to address the imminent and future issues associated with the provision of data link. The group reports to the ISPACG Planning Team. This paper proposes a review of both the terms of reference, and the administrative arrangements for the Data Link Working Group.
1.
INTRODUCTION

1.1
With demise of the Planning Team and pending retirement of the Data Link Working Group Chair Airways proposes a review of the terms of reference, and the administrative arrangements for the Data Link Working Group. 
2.
DISCUSSION

2.1
The current Terms of Reference (TOR) is attached. A number of these are out of date and should be removed, while new PBCS work involved with creating performance reports is a perfect fit for a revised TOR. 
ISPACG needs a working group in the new PBCS environment to create the PBCS monitoring reports that are required.

2.2
Airways propose a small ISPACG team is created to review the existing TOR, and provide change proposals to the existing TOR to the ISPACG co-chairs by 1 July for approval.

2.3
To date the team has operated on an ad-hoc basis with the only permanent member Paul Radford who was appointed as chair when the group was established. 
3.
ACTION BY THE MEETING

3.1
The meeting is invited to: 


a)
Agree the need for the data link working group and if agreed a revision of the existing TOR.
b)
Appoint a team to review the TOR and propose changes to existing TOR to the co-chairs by 1 July 2018.

Attachment A: Data Link Working Group Terms of Reference
ISPACG Data link Working Group

Terms of Reference

At the behest of the ISPACG/20, the ISPACG-Planning Team has chartered the creation of an ISPACG Data Link Working Group. This group is created to address imminent and future issues associated with the provision and use of Data Link.

The following issues require imminent attention of the Data Link Working Group:

I. The Data link Working Group shall oversee the creation of a document that clearly defines the end-to-end data link environment today, to include system constraints, performance limitations and applicable standards;

II. Urgently examine the reasons for data link communications services not meeting performance requirements. Consider alternatives for performance improvements. Determine the timeframe for performance improvements;

III. Review the FOM performance standards to confirm or make recommendations for changes to the standards. This review should include consideration of the RCP standards;

IV. Review the current performance of HFDL and issues in the unexpected application of HFDL. Consider the application of HFDL as a tertiary communications means and develop guidelines for this application.

V. Study the satellite, GES and inter-network upgrades being carried out and planned by service providers and report on the effect of these upgrades on the planned use by aircraft;

VI. Identify the priority being awarded by data link service providers and avionic to ATS data link communications in the Pacific;

The following are for consideration in future work planning for the Data Link Working Group:

I. Review the current ICAO Annex 10, Volume III, aeronautical mobile satellite service (AMSS) standards and recommendations for applicability to the use of INMARSAT for ATC services. Particularly considering the reliability requirements for ATM;

II. Study the usefulness of alternative data link systems such as Iridium for the future;

III. Study the new INMARSAT SATVOICE and SATRADIO service;

IV. Assess the progress and need for ISPACG involvement in the development of Required Surveillance Performance (RSP) parameters.
Participants shall be invited from:

· AirServices Australia   

· Airways New Zealand  

· Federal Aviation Administration

· SASL Fiji  

· SEAC Tahiti  

· International Air Transport Association (IATA)

· International Federation of Air Line Pilots' Associations (IFALPA)

· International Federation of Air Traffic Controllers' Associations (IFATCA)
· ARINC
· SITA
The group shall provide periodic updates on progress of the specified work program to the ISPACG Planning Team.

The group shall report back to the ISPACG Planning Team on the specified work program by 1 February, 2007.

