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SUMMARY

This paper presents the recent discussion of the ICAO Operational Data Link Working Group of the Communications Panel (CP-OPDLWG) concerning the possibility of global harmonization on a method to confirm CPDLC current data authority (CDA), and seeks views from the ISPACG member States on the discontinuation of using CPDLC position reports for confirming CPDLC CDA.
1.
INTRODUCTION

1.1
The Operational Data Link Specific Working Group of the Communications Panel (CP-OPDLWG), during its seventh meeting (Montreal, 22-26 October 2018), was informed that Anchorage and Oakland centres were using an automated CPDLC uplink free text message to confirm current data authority (CDA) instead of a CPDLC position report. 
1.2
Noting the pending actions to further rationalize CDPLC message elements in the ICAO documents, the CP-OPDLWG discussed the possibility of harmonizing the means to confirm CDA, and of removing the CPDLC position report message elements from the CPDLC message set in the future amendments to the ICAO documents. 

1.3
The OPDLWG requested its members from the Pacific Region to consider discontinuing the use of the CPDLC position report as a means to confirm the CDA. Airways New Zealand wishes to present collective views of ISPACG member States on this matter at the upcoming meeting of the CP-OPDLWG (Singapore, 27-31 May 2019).
2.
BACKGROUND

2.1
The ICAO Operational Data Link Panel (OPLINKP), former name of CP-OPDLWG,  worked on defining the next generation of ATS data link services, namely Baseline 2, in close coordination with the industry standard making bodies (EUROCAE and RTCA). 
2.2
The result of the efforts led to introducing amendments to the ICAO documents in a phased manner to provide a global baseline to achieve the convergence of data link operations while supporting the harmonized implementation of existing technologies. 
2.3
The initial set of the amendments was made to the Procedures for Air Navigation Services — Air Traffic Management (PANS-ATM, Doc 4444) and became applicable in November 2016. These amendments were supported by the first edition of Global Operational Data Link (GOLD) Manual (Doc 10037). The CP-OPDLWG continues to seek the opportunities to further rationalize the CPDLC message elements, and is currently looking at the possibility of removing CPDLC position report message elements from the ICAO provisions in the future (2022 or later). 

3.
DISCUSSION

3.1
There are currently three methods used to confirm CPDLC CDA. The most common method is the CPDLC Position Report, next most common is the use of a CPDLC free-text uplink (first used in the NAT by Reykjavik and commonly known as the “Welcome” message), and finally using the Next Data Authority uplink message (UM160) (Bangkok and Santa Maria). 
3.2 
When ISPACG discussed standardization of a method to confirm CDA, input from airlines strongly supported using the CPDLC Position Report (DM48) as the preferred method. ISPACG agreed to use the CPDLC Position Report to confirm CDA.
3.3
In 2018 the FAA in Oakland and Anchorage changed to the use of a CPDLC free-text message to confirm CDA. This message had text designed to mitigate the large number of observed speed changes by aircraft that were not being notified to ATC. This text was recently modified and now reads:

THIS IS AN AUTOMATED MESSAGE TO CONFIRM CPDLC CONNECTION TO KZAK.  REPORT SPEED
    CHANGES TO ATC.
3.4
The GOLD Manual indicates that the CPDLC Position Report is in use to confirm CDA by Colombo, Tahiti, Singapore, Nadi, Auckland, Brisbane, Melbourne, Mauritius, and Fukuoka. 

3.5
While there will be cost involved in modifying the Auckland system to use a free-text instead of requesting a CPDLC position report this cost will not be prohibitive because we do our own software engineering and in-house testing. This may not be the case for other ANSPs.
3.6 
Airlines have been experiencing the FAA free-text method since July 2018, and for those flying in the NAT the free-text “Welcome” message since its implementation. What is the airline position today with regard to a preferred method?
3.7
One of the reasons for global standardization is to minimize training costs on the airlines. We have been using the CPDLC Position Report to confirm CDA in the South Pacific for a long time. Is this still a valid argument?
3.7
Our main issue with proceeding with a change is that with the development of the new ATM system we are unable to do anything other than essential maintenance on the existing ATM platform. Changing the method of determining CDA is not what we would call essential maintenance. If we decide to change then we would probably hold off implementation until the new ATM (planned in the mid-2020’s).
3.8
All stakeholders are invited to present their views on the ICAO CP-OPDLWG request with a view to arriving at an ISPACG consensus at this meeting that can be communicated with ICAO.
3.
ACTION BY THE MEETING

3.1
The meeting is invited to: 


a)
Discuss the ICAO CP-OPDLWG request to consider discontinuing the use of the CPDLC position report to confirm CDA.

b)
Develop an ISPACG response to ICAO CP-OPDLWG.
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