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Thirty Third Meeting of the

Informal South Pacific ATS Co-ordinating Group
(ISPACG/33)

Queenstown, NEW ZEALAND
18 – 22 March 2019
Agenda Item 6: Information Papers
  SATVOICE Trial in the Pacific
Presented by Federal Aviation Administration
SUMMARY

Pursuant to a recommendation by the Performance Based Aviation Rulemaking Committee (PARC), the FAA is pursuing better accommodation of SATVOICE through its contract aeronautical radio stations, New York RADIO and San Francisco RADIO. A safety panel to evaluate this policy change is scheduled to convene in early May 2019.  A new “SATVOICE Callback check” is now required for SATVOICE, and in the changed policy could take the place of HF SELCAL checks in the New York, Oakland and Anchorage Oceanic Control Areas.    As to support this effort Oakland ARTCC, Rockwell Collins ARINC (SFO RADIO), and United Airlines began a SATVOICE Data Gathering trial on February 25, 2019.
1.
INTRODUCTION

1.1 As was discussed at various other ICAO and North Atlantic meetings, the FAA has supported infrastructure upgrades to better accommodate SATVOICE at New York RADIO and San Francisco RADIO.  In 2017, JetBlue Airlines coordinated with the FAA to use SATVOICE for Air Traffic Services (ATS) safety communications during a 10-week data gathering effort supported by New York RADIO. The results, demonstrating compliance with Required Communication Performance (RCP) 400, led the Performance Based Aviation Rulemaking Committee (PARC) to recommend that the FAA adopt a more accommodating policy with respect to SATVOICE.
1.2 It was recommended by several stakeholders that Oakland ARTCC and San Francisco RADIO conduct a trial in the Pacific to ensure their rediness for the change.   For this trial, United Airlines coordinated with the FAA to use SATVOICE for Air Traffic Services (ATS) in an effort to gain a data set of 2000 data points.  All United B777 & B787 aircraft flying through the KZAK FIR will use SATVOICE for all ATC transactions until the trial goal of 2,000 SATVOICE transactions is obtained..  The goal of the trial is to demonstrate compliance with Required Communication Performance (RCP) 400 and to ensure the infrastructure is in place and capable of handling the volume of Pacific transactions.  This trial along with data from the 2017 Atlantic trial will provide valuable information for the upcoming safety panel in an effort to support a more accommodating policy towards SATVOICE.
2.
DISCUSSION

2.1 
The SATVOICE Callback check was recently introduced as a requirement for all SATVOICE users communicating with New York RADIO and San Francisco RADIO (see Attachment A, Notice to Airman Publication (NTAP) Item on SATVOICE Callback Check).  Other SATVOICE requirements, applicable for communications with San Francisco RADIO and New York RADIO, were previously discussed at NAT POG (POG06/IP10 and POG05/IP22 refer).  These remain in force, and continue to be listed in the current edition of the United States AIP. The main requirements are that the SATVOICE be installed in accordance with Advisory Circular 20-150B, Airworthiness Approval of Satellite Voice (SATVOICE) Equipment supporting Air Traffic Services (ATS) Communication, and that appropriate codes are filed in the ATS flight plan.

2.2 The May 2019 SATVOICE Safety Panel will evaluate a policy change to remove the FAA HF Radio check requirement in the New York, Oakland, and Anchorage OCA’s for SATVOICE approved aircraft.  Any policy change as a result of this effort will be announced in the FAA’s NTAP, and in a future edition of the AIP.
2.3 Part of this effort is to examine if US aviation operator regulations could allow a change to the requirement to have two independent communication systems for oceanic flights to be one SATVOICE and one Satellite Data Link system, if two different satellite providers are used for the two different systems. 
3.
ACTION BY THE MEETING

3.1
The meeting is invited to: 


a)
Note the information provided

b)
Discuss SATVOICE Operations
