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Thirty-Fourth Meeting of the Informal South Pacific Air Traffic Services Coordinating Group (ISPACG)
16-17 June 2020

Virtual
Record of Meeting – Planning Team

1. Opening Remarks: 

Tim Halpin and Ahmad Usmani, the ISPACG Co-Chairs, welcomed the participants to the ISPACG/34 Planning Team meeting and gave opening remarks. They thanked the participants for agreeing to meet virtually during this difficult time, and looked forward to a face-to-face meeting in the near future. Ahmad Usmani stated that we will go through the Action Items but will hold the FIT Meeting at a later date. The participants then introduced themselves.

2. ISPACG Delegates

The following participants attended the ISPACG/34 Planning Team meeting:

	FAA
	Ahmad Usmani, Holly King, Michael Watkins, John Roman, Christine Falk, Harrie Copeland, Michael Galvan, Theresa Brewer, Julia Fuller, Mathew Clayton, Dennis Addison, Madison Walton, Kevin Kelley

	Airways New Zealand
	Tim Halpin, Paul Radford, Trevor Land, Johl Steel-Brown, Todd Kendall

	Airservices Australia
	Tony Smith, Andrew Callow

	Fiji Airports
	Amit Singh, Ilimeleki Navula

	SEAC-PF
	Nicolas Hinchliffe, Roxane Prevot

	DGAC Chile
	Francisco Uzieda, Marcelo Silva Meza, Jose Patricio Murua Caceres

	CAA Fiji
	Alisi Namoro

	Boeing
	Brad Cornell, Michael Matyas


3. ANSP Updates 
· PNG were unable to attend

· SEAC-PF (Nico Hinchliffe)
Shared the FIR briefing. Air traffic numbers have dropped significantly due to COVID-19. International Flights resume July 1st. SEAC-PF has started operating ground based ADS-B, and will not use Space Based ADS-B in the foreseeable future (absence of a positive business case). An ICAO Special Coordination meeting was held in July 2019. ICAO is preparing a draft proposal related to possible delegation to one or more States of the so-called “No- FIR” Airspace. Nico stated that it was not clear where the initiative was, specifically in terms of timing; however, the lull in global demand for air travel due to COVID-19, probably ensured that there would be more time to discuss the matter. Notwithstanding that lull, though, it was remarked that a number of flights from Tahiti to Europe had recently flown across that unassigned airspace when the US became unavailable for connecting flights to/from Tahiti.
· Fiji Airports (Amit Singh)

Stated that due to COVID-19, traffic is down to 75-80 percent of normal. They hope to replace the ADS-B ground stations by the 5th of November and also hope to train while traffic is down. Upgrading to new ATM system – from Aurora to Aurora Alpha. The new system has been running in shadow mode since 26 March. Because of the upgrade of the ATM system, they could not complete the LOA with New Caledonia, but should be able to complete it in November. Coordination with Airways at Norfolk Island has improved. Signed non-binding agreement with Aireon for space-based ADS-B data; cost is prohibitive for now. Replaced voice switches in towers and center. CRV connection is operational. They are preparing for VOLCEX 20/02 in July.
· DGAC Chile (Francisco Uzieda)
Highlighted the importance of ISPACG for DGAC Chile. Because USA is joining the REDDIG2 network, messages to New Zealand will be routed via the CRV. During the last ISPACG meeting, we had mentioned some issues with Easter Island FN-CAT Messages; we were eventually able to get those messages. Engineers from New Zealand and Chile discussed the best way to send messages from Oakland, New Zealand, and Chile to eliminate redundancies and make a more reliable system. Traffic overflying Santiago OCA is down to 10-12 flights per day. Pursuing Sat Based ADS-B, however, budget constraints may be an issue. Since our last ISPACG meeting last year, our Oceanic Area Control Center (ACCO), has implemented in its ATM system the air-ground data link messages for DLIC for connection establishment/termination as per ICAO DOC 10037 “GOLD” Manual, solving a long-standing problem that required pilots leaving the SCIZ FIR to disconnect manually from the CDA and request connection to the NDA. Expect implementation of AIDC and RNP4 by first half 2021 depending on the evolution of the pandemic..
a. DGAC Chile provided the following details after the meeting: During the twenty-fourth meeting of the REDDIG coordination committee (RCC / 24) held in Lima, Peru, in March this year, the FAA representative made a presentation on the implementation status of the United States interconnections with the regional IP networks (CRV, PENS and REDDIG) which could be achieved thanks to the fact that the United States requested the implementation of additional nodes of the REDDIG II terrestrial network in Salt Lake City and Atlanta. Considering the above, the State of Chile proceeded accordingly before ICAO SAM to achieve the AMHS (P1) interconnection between Chile and New Zealand / Tahiti, through the MPLS connection of the REDDIG II and CRV regional networks, through the node REDDIG II MPLS requested by the United States of America (FAA).

 

In November 2019, the national standard for oceanic operations and remote areas RNP 4 was promulgated. It establishes the technical and operational requirements that must be met by aircraft operators under standard DAN 92/121/135/137, to apply for authorization that allows them to carry out RNP4 operations.

 

Even though the purchase of equipment and software that will allow ACCO to have AIDC under the ICD 3.0 ASIA / PAC standard was carried out, unfortunately, because of COVID-19, the installation and commissioning has stopped.

 

DGAC Chile is evaluating the possibility of implementing emerging technology: SATVOICE and Satellite-Based ADS-B; the global and national economic situation will be a great determining factor for achieving this goal.

· Airways New Zealand (Tim Halpin) 
Stated that the oceanic traffic is down 80% of pre COVID-19 levels. They have also not had any cases of COVID-19 in the past 24 days. 

Tim Halpin discussed the impacts of COVID-19:

· Staff rosters have been reduced, in order to reduce the risk of spreading the virus

· Borders are closed except for NZ citizens

· Looking to set up a “travel bubble” with Australia and Pacific island states

ANZ is upgrading their ATM system to Leidos’s Skyline X.

Trevor Land discussed ANZ’s implementation of ADS-C CDP. They are waiting for CAA approval, and will then start controller training. Plan is to reduce separation to 20nm longitudinal, 23nm lateral.

Paul Radford discussed ANZ’s new oceanic ATM system, which should be operational in 2023/24. He also suggested moving forward with amendments to Doc 7030.

· FAA (Holly King)
ZOA Update: Oakland Center Website. ZOA has transitioned to 5 days on and 5 days off. There may be 25 aircraft at Pac South at any given time. Oakland Oceanic traffic is down 75%, with an outlook of 2 to 3 years before they are back to normal. 

a. AIDC W/Port Moresby

Initial testing complete, will resume testing weather deviations and implement with an LOA revision-TBD

b. AIDC W/Ujung

Testing complete, LOA in progress with revisions to be complete-TBD

c. AIDC W/Brisbane

Testing complete and awaiting signatures for an effective date-TBD

d. AIDC W/Manila

In contact with the Tech Center now to begin testing

Tech Refresh 2 Upgrade complete in FEB 20

Hardware upgrades and LINUX software upgrade ATOP Tech Refresh completed in Feb 2020 (LINUX). 

The FAA has been revising LOAs connected to launch activity to include new requirements created by the Space Operations Center at the Command Center. We have LOAs with ASTRA, VECTOR Launch, Virgin Orbit, Space-X and Boeing. Acceptable Level of Risk (ALR) procedures are being developed.

A Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) Launch Challenge was scheduled for the 1st quarter of 2020. Initially there were three companies participating. All three companies have dropped out and there is a new entrant which has asked to remain anonymous.
· AirServices Australia (Tony Smith)  
95% Drop in air traffic overall. Stopped non-essential activities, increased direct tracking, and User Preferred Routes (UPR) have been expanded temporarily. 23 NM Lateral separation now available in Australian Administered Airspace for aircraft meeting the required criteria. AIDC to be incorporated in Jan 2021 for Port Moresby. The Eurocat ATM system has reached its end-of-life; software fixes are being made to extend it. When the new system is available, they will move into new buildings in Brisbane and Melbourne. Sunshine Coast airport, about 100km north of Brisbane, has a new, longer runway that just went into service. Brisbane parallel RWY to open 12 July 2020, Sunshine Coast new RWY to open 14 June 2020 (Now Open). Space Based ADS-B may not happen until 2025. 

4. Action Items

Action Item 34A, FAA (Julia Fuller); Database Sharing:
Julia Fuller mentioned that FAA had identified some POCs for a coordination list. This will be discussed in more detail on day 2 in her briefing for action 13-1. Action 34-1: Create a contact list after the meeting for coordination amongst ISPACG members. Tim will include it in the ISPACG webpage. 
Action Item 15-2, FAA, (Ahmad Usmani), Aireon progress (Space Based ADS-B):
Presented a status briefing from the FAA’s Advanced Surveillance Enhanced Procedural Separation (ASEPS) program office. The briefing focused on the operational evaluation of space-based ADS-B data in the Caribbean. The evaluation resulted in numerous losses of targets from the ATC display, so the FAA is working with Aireon and L3 Harris to resolve these issues. We hope to achieve initial operating capability (IOC) in the Caribbean as soon as possible.

The ASEPS office is also planning for several small projects using space-based ADS-B data in oceanic airspace. One of these projects in Oakland oceanic airspace will use space-based ADS-B data to provide surveillance for arrivals and departures at 12 small islands in the Pacific.

The FAA is also working on future oceanic concepts. These include not only enhanced surveillance provided by space-based ADS-B, but also enhanced communications, improved weather information, route structure changes, and harmonization with adjacent ANSPs.

Action Item 32-2, FAA (Holly King), Operational Contingency Plan: 

The FAA is working to support the regional contingency plan sponsored by the ICAO Bangkok office, and to create/update contingency LOAs with adjacent ANSPs. Operational Contingency Plans were discussed in the earlier FAA Update briefing. Keep Action Item as Ongoing. 

Action Item 32-3, FAA, (Kevin Kelley), SATVOICE: 

Kevin Kelley gave an update on the SATVOICE trial in the Pacific, which has now been completed. Trial was completed 18th of March. United Airlines (777, 787) must deliver all calls within 3 minutes. Jan 2021 for call priority processing and VOIP in place.  This action item will be CLOSED, but SATVOICE, along with space-based ADS-B, will be retained as an agenda item for all ANSPs to provide updates at future meetings.
Action Item 32-4, Airways New Zealand, (Tim Halpin), PfA Doc 7030:
Discussed ANZ’s Doc 7030 amendment, which was intended to make it consistent with reduced separation language that had been added to Doc 4444. Unfortunately, the PfA seemed to have been misplaced by the ICAO Bangkok office. The FAA proposed revisiting this action after the FAA Doc 7030 PfAs are presented on day 2.

Action Item 32-5, FAA, (Ahmad Usmani), Seamless Airspace Chart: 

The group updated the chart that had been sent out before the meeting, focusing on the new columns for RSP180 and RCP240. They discussed adding a column for 300 second latency, and splitting the ADS-B column into two, for ground-based ADS-B and space-based ADS-B. 
END OF DAY 1

Day 2: Continued updating Seamless Airspace Chart. 

Action Item 32-5 – Seamless Airspace Chart (continued)

The group continued updating the chart, specifically the new columns for space-based ADS-B and 300 second latency.

Action Items 13-1 and 16-6, FAA (Julia Fuller), Monitoring of AIDC Data and Field 10ab Differences: 

Presented a briefing that addressed actions 13-1 (Monitoring of AIDC Data) and  16-6 (Field 10ab Differences). Issue with the coordination of flights that originated out of Honolulu or Guam. The issue was fixed in Oceanic Flight Data Processing System (OFDPS) effective April 25th, 2019. On occasion incomplete Field10a/10b data was sent in AIDC Coordination Messages for flights originating out of HCF or Guam. Field10a/10b data was not included in the coordination data from OFDPS.  Consequently when ATOP did not have an FPL on file, the coordinated Field10a/10b data was not complete.  This happened to ~1-3 southbound flights per month.  This issue has been fixed in OFDPS effective September 10th, 2019. The most common type of LRM message sent is invalid message sent. The field 18 issue described in the action item has been addressed. The action item list will be updated to indicate that only the logical rejection message (LRM) issue in the first paragraph of the action remains open. 13-1 second paragraph Closed (Action Pending), 16-6 Closed
Action Item 16-3, Fiji Airports, Amit Singh, 30S163E:
Amit Singh said that the large number of LRMs near the boundary point remains open. LRMs are not generated for flights from Auckland to Brisbane, but they are generated for flights from Brisbane to Auckland.

The issue is mitigated, however, by a letter of agreement (LOA) with New Zealand. Consequently, the group agreed to close this action item. Closed
Action Item 16-6, FAA (Julia Fuller), Field 10ab Differences, see AIDC Briefing, 
This action item was addressed in Julia Fuller’s briefing for action item 13-1. The group agreed to close this action item. Closed
Action Item 16-8, Airways New Zealand (Tim Halpin), Volcanic Ash Exercise: 

Briefed Directive VOLCEX Ash Exercise 20/02 Version 1.6, being led by CAA New Zealand. The exercise was originally scheduled for June, but had been postponed to 2100Z on 16 July. Closed
5. Other Business

4.1 Port Moresby AIDC
Tony Smith discussed the slide from his ASA update on their AIDC testing with Port Moresby. An LOA incorporating this agreement is expected in January 2021.
4.2 Aircraft Transiting McMurdo Airspace
Tim Halpin described the issue but said it was still a work in progress. Todd Kendall said that they need to send out an ops notice as a reminder for affected flights. Francisco Uzieda said that LATAM had agreed not to fly any aircraft in the McMurdo airspace.

Action 34-2 for ANZ coordinate with McMurdo Center and provide an update on this issue at the next ISPACG PT meeting.

4.3. Pacific Approvals Registry and Monitoring Organization (PARMO) Update, Christine Falk: 
PBCS audits comparing the registration numbers and actual counts for the traffic data for the oceanic airspace. Risk estimation considers location of reported occurrences & surrounding traffic densities. Significant increase in vertical risk estimate from previous year. Increase in duration associated with reported occurrences. 6 long duration reported occurrences (> 20 minutes). Many reported occurrences within Central East Pacific (CEP) traffic flow Category B, flight crew climb/descend w/out ATC clearance is top contributor. Reported occurrences support changes in recommended phraseology in global guidance material (Doc 10037). Largest number of errors relate to flight crews deviating for weather w/o clearance, not adhering to clearance or w/o following weather contingency procedures. Six reported occurrences - Category A. All reported occurrences were weather related. Observed deviation magnitude (ADS-C reports) were greater than permitted by clearance. Deviating in the wrong direction (e.g. left of track instead of right of track). Flight crew not alerting ATC of the need for a weather deviation. Collection of PBCS approval information PARMO will collect and maintain RCP & RSP State authorizations/approvals within existing RVSM approval database. 

Nico Hinchliffe said that he would contact Christine if SEAC-PF needed to provide PARMO with any data. Christine said that PARMO had received SEAC-PF’s traffic data from December 2019, but would work with Nico to verify that no data was missing.

Action Item 34-3: South Pacific States should provide RCP240 and RSP180 authorization/approval info to PARMO (or their designated RMA); Ensure that the ANSP’s/States provide vertical, lateral, and longitudinal occurrence reports to PARMO and key information for these occurrence reports to help determine underlying casual factors and duration /magnitude. 


SEE SLIDE 26 of PARMO BRIEF
NOTE: Ili Navula said that AFL would include some additional data fields when sending their data to PARMO.

4.4 IATA Request: Maximizing Flight Efficiencies during COVID-19 Disruption, FAA, (Ahmad Usmani)

For everyone’s awareness, Ahmad Usmani presented a letter received in March from the IATA Asia-Pacific office requesting ANSPs to consider relaxing flight planning constraints due to the significantly lower traffic volumes in the Pacific. At IATA’s request, Ahmad had also sent the letter to the Informal Pacific ATC Coordinating Group (IPACG) co-chair at the Japan Civil Aviation Bureau (JCAB).

4.5 Doc 7030 PfA MID/Asia and PAC Region, (FAA ), Dennis Addison: 

Dennis Addison discussed recent proposals for amendment (PfAs) that he had drafted for the Pacific and Middle East/Asia regional supplementary procedures (Doc 7030). Most of the changes were to correct references to other documents, and to reflect updates to the procedures for air navigation services – air traffic management (PANS-ATM, Doc 4444) that were scheduled to be published in November 2020.

Paul Radford mentioned that the ICAO Council had approved a later version of the Doc 7030 [not sure when], but that it had not yet been published. 

Harrie Copeland asked if a Doc 7030 PfA was needed to remove the references to composite separation. Dennis responded that he thought a PfA with this change had been sent by ICAO to States for final review, but that he would check. Michael Watkins suggested setting up a virtual meeting with ICAO Bangkok to discuss the Doc 7030. Amended incorrect references throughout slides which include changes to other ICAO Documents Amend Performance Based (ADS-C) Lateral minima from 30 NM to 23 NM, Performance Based Longitudinal Separation Based (PBS-B) Action Item 34-4: To start a work group for the 23 NM amendments. Due to be completed within the next few weeks. Then submit them to ICAO Bangkok. 

New Action 34-5: FAA to set up a virtual meeting with ICAO Bangkok to discuss the Doc 7030 proposals for amendment (PfAs).

4.6 ISPACG Letter of Agreement Review, FAA, (Ahmad Usmani)

Presented the 2016 ISPACG Letter of Agreement (LOA) for the group to review. Per the notes from the ISPACG/33 Planning Team meeting, the group discussed adding a table to indicate how the hosting duties would be rotated among the members. The group discussed making additional changes to the LOA, including adding JCAB to the list of observers in section 8, adding a date on the cover page, and getting the LOA re-signed.

Action Item 34-6: for FAA to draft a 2020 ISPACG LOA and send it to the other ISPACG members for review and signature.
4.7 The group discussed when to hold the ISPACG FIT/27 meeting. Brad Cornell of Boeing, the ISPACG FIT Chair, had suggested that FIT/27 be held on 30 June or later. 
6. Closing Remarks: 

Tim Halpin thanked everyone for attending the virtual meeting. Everyone agreed to follow up via email to assist in closing out the action items and to work together to hold the next ISPACG. 
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